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CAGTC – A Little Background

 Established in 2001; 501(c)6 non-profit

 60+ organizations

 Mission: Raise Congressional and public 

awareness of nation’s freight and goods 

movement needs

 Education and Advocacy



Our Coalition’s Sustainable Freight 

Principles –

 Foster an efficient freight transportation system 

sufficient to support our nation's commerce;

 Reduce, prevent, and mitigate greenhouse 

gases, air pollution, and other negative 

community and health impacts;

 Make the U.S. freight transportation system the 

most advanced, reliable, and environmentally 

sustainable in the world.

Jointly developed with the 

Environmental Defense Fund



What is sustainability?
 Meeting present needs without 

compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs. (World 
Commission on Environment and Development, 
1987)

 Sustainability is, in essence, a prism and what 
you see when you look through it largely 
depends on where you stand.

 Can it also be the ultimate win-win strategy?



What does this mean for our nation’s 

commerce and, specifically, the movement of 

goods?

 Different viewpoints:

Product “life-cycle”: materials sourcing, 
energy cost, transportation GHG, recycling, 
etc – save environment and costs

Economic viability: job growth, wages, taxes, 
connections to other markets, foreign & 
domestic

Supply Chain: no “modal superiority,” choices 
are made largely on the basis of reliability & 
price, although companies are responding to 
customer demand for green service and 
reporting requirements



Freight in a Sustainable World 
US Population is 307 million at present and 

expected to reach 439 million by 2050:

Local Quality of Life Issues

Risks

 Congestion

 Air quality

 Land use

 Security 

Rewards

 Cost & availability of 

goods

 Jobs & upward mobility

 Corporate contributions

 Tax base for local 

services



How Can Federal Policy Help?

Current policy is taking a “pull” approach!

 Incentivize, with funding program criteria, 

greener, less emitting, more energy 

efficient practices

 Encourage innovation and cooperation 

with competitive, merit-based grants

 Creative inter-agency initiatives

 Focus on multi-modal and inter-modal 

opportunities



Federal Developments – A “pull” 

approach

New Federal programs have a direct impact 
on planning for sustainable communities:

TIGER Grants & TIGER II

High Speed Rail Grants

Partnership for Sustainable Communities 

Marine Highway Initiative

AND

Big changes in the Surface 
Transportation Authorization



New from the Obama Administration

 US DOT has just released their “Strategic 

Plan” based on core values:

Safety 

State of Good Repair 

Economic Competitiveness 

Livable Communities 

Environmental Sustainability 

 National Infrastructure Innovation & Finance 

Fund – for loans and grants

 Included in 2011 Budget Request

 Initial request of $4.5 B / $25 B long-term



CAGTC’s Freight 21: 

National Strategic Freight Mobility 

Program & Trust Fund

 National strategy for planning & investment

 Merit-based criteria for prioritizing projects –

including green freight incentives

 Predictable, dedicated, sustained funding 

from new revenue sources for freight 

infrastructure 

 Partnership with the private sector to 

anticipate and meet the needs of system 

users



Prioritizing funding for “greener” 

projects

In allocation criteria for funding for freight 
improvements, we seek to prioritize funding for a 
project that:

 Will substantially improve freight movement 
performance, including environmental performance, on 
the basis of objective, merit-based criteria.

 Quantifies emissions reductions or other benefits and is 
accompanied by a plan to monitor and sustain those 
benefits.

 Recognizes the need to reduce emissions within the 
most impacted gateways and corridors.

 Recognizes health effects from proximity of emissions to 
homes and schools and addresses this problem with 
land use planning protections for freight facilities.



Funding “greener” projects (con’t):

 Has, or is included in, a port, gateway or corridor 
improvement plan that includes an environmental 
performance element that addresses emissions 
reduction targets.

 Will simultaneously reduce local and regional criteria 
pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions, reduce 
congestion, and improve throughput.

 Encourages economic development that reduces 
environmental impacts at freight ports, gateways and 
corridors.

 Will produce short- and long-term air quality and 
greenhouse gas emissions benefits.

 Will advance the use of the cleanest available 
technologies.
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